Housing availability & affordability

The complex nature of Washington’s housing

crises requires holistic state action.

Background:

Despite an impressive list of policy advancements
and record investments in housing by state and local
governments, Washington state still faces a complex
constellation of interrelated housing challenges.

This unhealthy housing market:
« Contributes to our homelessness crisis;

. Creates an economic burden on those who can secure
housing;

+ Deepens racial disparities in homeownership; and

+ Reduces our competitiveness in attracting new hires
and economic development.

The challenge is daunting and will worsen as more
people relocate to the Pacific Northwest to escape
extreme climate conditions. We need holistic policy and
revenue proposals that are scaled to the size of the need
and will provide a sustainable solution for the future.

Proactive housing solutions

Cities spent the legislative interim working through a
facilitated process across legislative stakeholder groups
to identify key areas that will proactively begin to
address the housing crisis—in a systemwide approach—
funding, zoning, and regulatory streamlining. Addressing
only one or two of these needs without the others

will not address the full scope of the problem. Cities

ask the Legislature to pass a comprehensive housing
policy package that addresses low-income affordability,
permanently affordable homeownership opportunities,
necessary infrastructure upgrades to support private and
nonprofit development, and measures to ensure that all
communities have the means to address our housing
crises.

Strong cities need:

« Investments of at least $1 billion annually to support
housing for the lowest income levels (HB 1149/SB
5202);

- Infrastructure investments that support housing
(HB 1147/SB 5200);

+ New local options to increase resources to build
affordable housing—including a new local option
real estate excise tax, and more flexible authority with
existing lodging taxes (HB 1628);

+ Regulatory streamlining to reduce barriers and
increase efficiencies—eliminate design review boards
and duplicative SEPA review, and reform building code
(HB 1026, HB 1167*, HB 1293, HB 1296*/SB 5290%,
SB 5412, SB 5491); and

- Minimum zoning standards to maximize the benefit
of public investments in transit and community
amenities.

*Contains a provision that AWC supports.

One-size-fits-all policies will not address a problem
caused by multiple factors spanning more than a decade.
There is no silver bullet, nor a quick fix. Cities stand ready
to partner with the state to pass a suite of policies that
represent sustainable change and which will ease the
strain on housing for all Washingtonians.

For every 100 housing permits
issued in Washington...

In 2005 In 2021

44 were
detached

56 were
multifamily

78 were
detached

22 were
multifamily
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Washington has a profound need for housing—
much of which the private market cannot deliver.
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Source: Draft Housing For All Planning Tool, Dept. of Commerce, 10/11/22
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