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In summation, we urge the Court to work with us on ways to truly resolve these challenges, rather than
adopting a course that is unaffordable given the budgetary realities of cities, unworkable given our
current workforce challenges, and likely to add to the criminal justice challenges faced by cities.

Let’s not set ourselves up for failure. Let’s work to tackle these challenges — together. Creating
sustainable, meaningful change will require bringing together communities. It will require us to bring to
the table not just public defenders, but also prosecutors, judges, crime victims, and funders including
cities, counties, and the state. As cities, we stand ready and willing to work toward a system that
respects and upholds the constitutional rights of defendants, but also serves the needs of crime victims
and our communities as a whole.

In so doing we can work to rebuild trust with the public, and ensure that our residents have faith in our
courts and our criminal justice system. | look forward to partnering with you in this important effort.

Deanna Dawson
Chief Executive Officer
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