Sample ordinance adopting HB 2015 public safety enhancement 0.1% sales tax

Note: This sample ordinance is provided for use as a reference and contains clauses that you may wish to consider including in the city’s code adopting the 0.1% sales tax and is not intended as legal advice. Cities may have other specific requirements for ordinances in their codes or charters and should consult legal counsel for specific advice and review. 

Ordinance No. ___________

AN ORDINANCE of the City [Town] of ________________, Washington, enacting an additional sales and use tax of one-tenth of one percent, as authorized in section 201, Chapter 350, Laws of Washington 2025, for criminal justice purposes; adding a new section to ________ municipal code chapter ___; and providing for severability and establishing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the Legislature enacted House Bill 2015 in the 2025 legislative session to provide qualified cities, towns, or counties to authorize, by resolution or ordinance, a new local option sales and use tax of one-tenth of one percent (0.1%) for criminal justice purposes; and

WHEREAS, the City [Town] Council seeks to enhance criminal justice funding; and

WHEREAS, [insert local criminal justice statistics, funding, or conditions]; and

WHEREAS, the City [Town] Council finds that the city [town], through its law enforcement agency, ______________, meets the requirements to receive a grant from the Local Law Enforcement Grant Program created in Section 101, Chapter 350, Laws of Washington 2025; and

WHEREAS, the city [town] receives distributions from the sales and use tax authorized by RCW 82.14.340 for criminal justice purposes [and [or] receives distributions from the public safety sales and use tax authorized by RCW 82.14.450 for public safety]; and

WHEREAS, the city [town] voters have not repealed by referendum the criminal justice sales tax imposed pursuant to RCW 82.14.340 or rejected a ballot proposition to impose the public safety sales tax authorized by RCW 82.14.450 in the previous 12 months;

NOW, THEREFORE, the city council of the City of ____________ do ordain as follows:

[(Towns -- RCW 35.27.290) Be it ordained by the council of the Town of __________:]

Section 1. Findings.
A. The City [Town] Council finds that the city [town], through its law enforcement agency, ______________, meets the requirements to receive a grant from the Local Law Enforcement Grant Program created in Section 101, Chapter 350, Laws of Washington 2025, having:
1. Issued and implemented policies consistent with RCW 43.17.425 and 10.93.160, and the office of the attorney general’s keep Washington working act guide, model policies, and training recommendations for state and local law enforcement agencies;
2. Participated in commission trainings as required by RCW 43.101.455 and 36.28A.445;
3. Issued and implemented policies and practices regarding use of force and de-escalation tactics consistent with RCW 10.120.030 and the office of the attorney general’s model policies, and all other commission and attorney general model policies regarding use of force for law enforcement, including, but not limited to, duty to intervene and training and use of canine teams;
4. Implemented use of force data collection and reporting consistent with chapters 10.118 and 10.120 RCW when the program is operational, as confirmed by a notice from the attorney general’s office to all police chiefs and sheriffs;
5. Issued and implemented policies and practices consistent with chapters 7.105 and 9.41 RCW and the commission model policies and training addressing firearm relinquishment pursuant to court orders;
6. A 25 percent officer completion rate with the commission’s 40-hour crisis intervention team training;
7. A 100 percent officer compliance rate for those officers required to complete trauma-informed, gender-based violence interviewing, investigation, response, and case review training developed or approved by the commission pursuant to RCW 43.101.272 and 43.101.276, and if requested by the commission, participated in agency case reviews;
8. Received funding from a sales and used tax authorized pursuant to RCW 82.14.340 or RCW 82.14.450;
9. A chief of police who is certified by the criminal justice training commission, and who has not been convicted of a felony anywhere in the United States or under foreign law, or been convicted of a gross misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, dishonesty, fraud, or corruption; and
10. Issued and implemented policies and practices that prohibit volunteers who assist with agency work from enforcing criminal laws, other than for assistance with special event traffic and parking, including engaging in pursuits, detention, arrests, the use of force, or the use of deadly force; carrying or the use of firearms or other weapons; or the use of dogs to track people or animals other than for purposes of search and rescue; and that set forth the required supervision of volunteers, including that they must be clearly identifiable by the public as distinguishable from peace officers and any identifying insignia must be officially issued by the agency and only used when on duty.
B. The city [town] has provided the criminal justice training commission with a detailed staffing plan specifying the following:
1. The total number of commissioned officers currently employed by the agency;
2. The total number of specially commissioned officers currently employed by the agency;
3. The total number of co-response teams established within the agency and what staffing are included in each co-response team;
4. The total number of administrative staff currently employed by the agency;
5. The number of officers on flexible work schedules;
6. The average 911 response rate of the agency over the 12-month period immediately preceding the month in which the city[town] is submitting documentation to the criminal justice training commission; and
7. The average case closure rate of the city[town] over the 12-month period immediately preceding the month in which the county is submitting documentation to the criminal justice training commission.
C. The City [Town] Council directs the city [town] to submit required documentation to the criminal justice training commission demonstrating that the city [town] meets the requirements of Section 101, Chapter 350, Laws of Washington 2025.

Section 2. Tax Imposed.
There is hereby added to _[city/town name]___ municipal code chapter ______ a new section to read as follows:
A. Tax Imposed
To provide funding for criminal justice purposes as authorized by Section 201, Chapter 350, Laws of Washington 2025, an additional one-tenth of one percent (0.1%) sales and use tax is hereby levied, fixed, and imposed on all taxable events within the city [town] as defined in chapter 82.08, 82.12, or 82.14 RCW.
B. Applicability of the Tax
The tax shall be imposed upon and collected from those persons from whom sales tax or use tax is collected in accordance with chapter 82.08 or 82.12 RCW, and shall be collected at the rate of one-tenth of one percent of the selling price in the case of a sales tax, or value of the article used, in the case of a use tax.
C. Additional Tax
The additional sales and use tax shall be in addition to all other existing sales and use taxes currently imposed by the city [town].

Section 3. Notice to Department of Revenue.
The clerk is requested to submit this ordinance to the Department of Revenue and take all steps necessary to implement and collect the tax imposed by this Ordinance.

Section 4. Severability.
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or part of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such order or judgment shall be confined in its operation to the controversy in which it was rendered and shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any parts thereof to any other person or circumstances and to this end the provisions of each clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this law are hereby declared to be severable.

Section 5. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after publication. The additional tax imposed by Section 2 shall apply to taxable events occurring on or after January 1, 2026 [April 1, 2026/July 1, 2026].

[or insert applicable language for city/town]

PASSED [ADOPTED] this ____ day of ________, 2025.

[or Passed by the City [Town] Council of __________, at a regular meeting thereof this _____ day of __________, 2025.]

APPROVED

__________________________
Mayor

ATTEST

__________________________	______________
City Clerk	Date

__________________________
Date published

APPROVED AS TO FORM

__________________________	______________
City Attorney	Date

