
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 3, 2025 
 

Members of the Washington State Legislature: 

We call on the Legislature to maintain full funding for the Public Works Assistance Account (PWAA). 

Washington’s infrastructure system is vital to the wellbeing of our communities and the statewide economy. As we 
all know, there is a significant need for infrastructure investments across the state, including for drinking water, 
wastewater, stormwater and transportation systems. Cities and towns are struggling to keep up with the costs of 
maintaining aging infrastructure and expanding their systems to support a growing population. In the latest AWC 
City Conditions Survey, approximately 75% of cities reported infrastructure funding as a priority. 

We understand the challenge of balancing investments in infrastructure with limited state-level revenues, 
especially during this challenging economic environment. We urge you to find solutions that do not require 
diverting additional funds from the PWAA. This basic assistance ensures that all parts of the state can thrive. Cities 
are a committed partner in furthering the success of our state and we ask that you consider the critical role that 
infrastructure investments play to support Washington’s future. 

The PWAA has been a primary source of infrastructure funding for cities and towns since its founding in 1985, 
through grants and low-interest loans that help cities pay for much-needed but costly capital projects they could 
not otherwise afford. PWAA provides direct funding with limited red tape, enabling cities to address unmet 
infrastructure needs while keeping rates affordable for residents. 

The PWAA is a reliable, essential source of financial support for local governments. For 40 years, the Public Works 
Board has awarded more than $3.6 billion in loans and grants to over 2,200 infrastructure projects in communities 
large and small. It has never had a loan default. Additionally, the PWAA is instrumental to promoting economic 
development—every $1 invested from the account generates an additional $5 in economic activity. 

However, while these critical projects have received funding support from the PWAA, many other projects have not 
been funded. This is because the needs far outpace availability of funds. In the latest PWAA construction cycle, 
over $262 million in assistance was requested for 69 projects across Washington. The Public Works Board could 
only fund $175 million for 51 projects, leaving $87 million, or 18 projects, unfunded. 

Unfortunately, the account is already subject to more than $160 million in existing diversions. It cannot afford to 
lose more funding. Loss of investments now will reduce the loan repayment revenue stream to the account, 
resulting in compounded reductions over time. 

This year, cities identified statewide infrastructure investments as a legislative priority. We know that 
Washington’s interconnected infrastructure system must be well maintained and preserved for a strong economy 
and healthy communities. We can no longer wait to make meaningful investments or postpone needed capital 
upgrades. If we do, costs will continue to balloon along with the risk of damaging system failures that harm our 
communities, environment, and economy. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 



Sincerely, 

Kacey Morrison, Councilmember, Aberdeen 
Troy Linnell, Mayor, Algona 
David M White, Councilmember, Algona  
Matt Miller, Mayor, Anacortes 
TJ Fantini, Councilmember, Anacortes  
Don Vanney, Mayor, Arlington 
Amer, Councilmember, Auburn 
Cheryl Rakes, Deputy Mayor, Auburn 
Kate Baldwin, Councilmember, Auburn 
Nancy Backus, Mayor, Auburn 
Lynne Robinson, Mayor, Bellevue 
Mayor Kim Lund, Mayor, Bellingham 
Gwendolyn Fullerton, Councilmember, Bonney Lake 
Kerri Hubler, Councilmember, Bonney Lake 
Terry Carter, Mayor, Bonney Lake 
Jeanne Zornes, Councilmember, Bothell 
Jeff Coughlin, Councilmember, Bremerton 
Anna Mockler, Councilmember, Bremerton  
Valerie Rosman, Councilmember, Brier 
Alex Andrade, Councilmember, Burien 
Adair Hawkins, Mayor, Carnation  
Jim Ribail, Deputy Mayor, Carnation  
David Olson, Mayor, Cathlamet 
Wade Farris, City Administrator, Chelan 
Mark Schuller, City Administrator, Cheney 
Cassidy Buechle-Curtis, Councilmember, Cle Elum 
Matthew Lundh, Mayor, Cle Elum 
Norma Hernández, Mayor, College Place 
Cheryl Kaelber, Treasurer, Colville 
Ben Nielsen, Mayor Pro Tem, Colville 
Dave Harper, Public Works Director, Colville 
Jack Smith, Mayor, Colville 
Robin Kuowski, Councilmember, Colville 
Vickie Strong, Councilmember, Colville 
Cathleen Koch, City Administrator, Connell 
Traci Buxton, Mayor, Des Moines 
Michael Winkler, Deputy Mayor, DuPont  
Amy McHenry, Councilmember, Duvall 
Amy Ockerlander, Mayor, Duvall 
Jerrilea Crawford, Mayor, East Wenatchee 
Jan Molinaro, Mayor, Enumclaw  
Bruce Reim, Mayor, Ephrata 
Hunter George, Councilmember, Fircrest 
Denice Kulseth, City Administrator, Friday Harbor  
Mary Barber, Mayor, Gig Harbor 
Joseph Armand, Mayor, Harrington 
Brian Shay, City Administrator, Hoquiam 
Barbara de Michele, Deputy Council President, Issaquah 

Mary Lou Pauly, Mayor, Issaquah 
Andrew Hamilton, City Manager, Kelso 
Nigel Herbig, Mayor, Kenmore 
Elizabeth Cerveny, Councilmember, La Center 
K.C. Kasberg, Mayor Pro Tem, La Center 
Marna Hanneman, Mayor, La Conner 
Rick Walk, City Manager, Lacey 
Andy Ryder, Mayor, Lacey 
Lorri Bodi, Deputy Mayor, Lake Forest Park 
Phillip Hill, City Administrator, Lake Forest Park 
Semra Riddle, Councilmember, Lake Forest Park 
Tracy Furutani, Councilmember, Lake Forest Park 
Jason Whalen, Mayor, Lakewood 
Carl Florea, Mayor, Leavenworth 
Mark McAvoy, City Administrator, Liberty Lake  
Paula Bell, Mayor, Lind 
David Glasson, City Administrator, Long Beach 
Sue Svendsen, Mayor, Long Beach 
Niekolaas Laninga, Councilmember, Lynden 
George Hurst, Councilmember, Lynnwood 
Derica Escamilla, Councilmember, Lynnwood  
Laura Philpot, City Manager, Maple Valley 
Jon Nehring, Mayor, Marysville 
Jessi Bon, City Manager, Mercer Island 
Connie Allison, Councilmember, Mill Creek 
John Steckler, Councilmember, Mill Creek 
Martin Yamamoto, City Manager, Mill Creek 
Melissa Duque, Councilmember, Mill Creek 
Mike Todd, Public Works Director, Mill Creek 
Stephanie Vignal, Mayor Pro Tem, Mill Creek 
Sean Paddock, Councilmember, Mill Creek  
Gretchen Sagen, Chief Financial Officer, Montesano 
Tyler Trimble, Mayor, Montesano 
Valerie Jester, Councilmember, Montesano  
Deanna Martinez, Councilmember, Moses Lake  
Peter Donovan, Mayor, Mount Vernon 
Bryan Wahl, Mayor Pro Tem, Mountlake Terrace 
Michael Dixon, Councilmember, Mukilteo 
Abby Gribi, City Administrator, Newport 
Ronnie Wright, Mayor, Oak Harbor 
Wayne Turner, Mayor, Okanogan 
Connie Thomas, City Clerk, Omak 
Cynthia Gagne, Mayor, Omak 
Todd McDaniel, City Manager, Omak 
Nattalie Cariker, Councilmember, Omak  
George Martinez, City Administrator, Pacific 
Vic Kave, Mayor, Pacific  
Tim Sievers, Mayor, Palouse 



Dave Zabell, City Manager, Pasco 
Holly M Bange, Councilmember, Pateros 
Jord Wilson, City Administrator, Pateros 
Lindsey Schromen-Wawrin, Councilmember, Port Angeles 
Rob Putaansuu, Mayor, Port Orchard 
Amy Howard, Deputy Mayor, Port Townsend  
Becky Erickson, Mayor, Poulsbo 
Gary Vegar, Mayor, Prosser 
Rachel Shaw, Deputy City Administrator, Prosser 
Dee Roberts, Mayor, Raymond 
Jessica Forsythe, Councilmember, Redmond  
Armondo Pavone, Mayor, Renton 
Ed Prince, Councilmember, Renton 
Valerie O’Halloran, Councilmember, Renton 
Ruth Pérez-Ralston, Councilmember, Renton  
Jhoanna R. Jones, Councilmember, Richland 
Ryan Whitten, Councilmember, Richland 
Matt Cole, Mayor, Ridgefield 
Micki Harnois, Councilmember, Rockford 
Joe Vinson, Councilmember, Seatac 
Peter Kwon, Councilmember, SeaTac 
Dan Strauss, Councilmember, Seattle 
Julia Johnson, Mayor, Sedro-Woolley 
Rich Huebner, City Administrator, Selah 
Chris Roberts, Mayor, Shoreline 
Annette Ademasu, Councilmember, Shoreline  
Cara Christensen, Councilmember, Snoqualmie 
Katherine Ross, Mayor, Snoqualmie  
Carolyn Norris, Mayor, South Prairie 

Ben Wick, Councilmember, Spokane Valley 
Kathy Hayden, Mayor, Sumner 
Andy Elfers, Councilmember, Sumner 
Olgy Diaz, Councilmember, Tacoma 
Sandesh Sadalge, Councilmember, Tacoma 
Hannah Hedrick, Councilmember, Tukwila 
Debbie Sullivan, Mayor, Tumwater  
James Wettstein, Tumwater  
Denise McCluskey, Councilmember, University Place 
Frank Boykin, Councilmember, University Place 
Edward Wood, Mayor Pro Tem, University Place  
Ty Stober, Councilmember, Vancouver 
Jillian Henze, Councilmember, Waitsburg 
Randy Hinchliffe, City Administrator, Waitsburg 
Elizabeth Chamberlain, City Manager, Walla Walla 
Kristine Shuler, City Administrator, Warden 
Rosaelia Martinez, Mayor, Warden 
Linda Herald, Mayor Pro Tem, Wenatchee 
Kate Moran, Councilmember, West Richland 
Roscoe Slade, Public Works Director, West Richland 
Brent Gerry, Mayor, West Richland 
Fred Brink, Mayor Pro Tem, West Richland 
Marla Keethler, Mayor, White Salmon 
Jacob Gates, City Manager, Winthrop 
Michelle Gaines, Clerk/Treasurer, Winthrop 
Rocklynn Culp, Planner, Winthrop 
Marisa Monteverde, Councilmember, Winthrop 
Sophia Boesenberg, Mayor Pro Tem, Winthrop  

 


