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2019 Washington State Economic Impacts of Insufficient Child Care Access

IMPACTS TO WASHINGTON FAMILIES

• 49% of parents say it is difficult or very difficult to find, afford and 
keep child care

• 27% quit work or school/training due to child care issues

• 25% said the cost of child care prevented them from finding work

• 9% were fired or let go due to child care issues

• $6.5 billion the total estimated direct and opportunity costs due to 
employee child care issues

IMPACTS TO EMPLOYERS

• 67% report absenteeism due to childcare

• $2B+ estimated direct cost of turnover and 
missed work due to child care issues

IMPACTS TO WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

• 73% of post secondary students w/kids take more 
than 13.5 years to complete a degree

• Child care deserts have lower rates of maternal 
labor force participation

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/MountingCostsReport_FINAL.pdf 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/MountingCostsReport_FINAL.pdf


Source:  2022 Child Care Capacity Initiative Report 

“Those wanting to open a new 
site are met with high start up 
fees prior to opening. The cost 
of opening, expanding, or 
running a child care site with 
infant care or one that operates 
non-traditional hours far 
exceeds available funding.”

“77% percent of providers asked 
for support meeting licensing 
requirements. Visits from 
licensors bring new information. 
Providers expressed having high 
levels of anxiety around licensing.”

“Compliance for early learning and child 
care providers means adhering to a 
policy, standard, or law outlined by the 
county, city, state, or federal government. 

63% of providers are asking for support 
with meeting fire code, emergency 
preparation, and facilities support related 
to licensing.” 



No provider number means child care provider cannot obtain eligible grants

No occupancy permit means child care provider cannot get number from DCYF 

No zoning  approval = no occupancy permit

Without a commercially zoned property, child care provider is not eligible for 
commercial, SBA, or other funding

Land Use Zoning Impacts Commercial Child Care Expansion



Source:  Washington Statewide Defense Economic Impact Study.pdf, 2024

Economic Impact of Military in WA State: $31B

https://www.ssmcp.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/WA-Military-Spouse-Employment-Report-FINAL.pdf
https://dva.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/Washington State Military Childcare Need in Washington State February 2023 v 2.6.2023.pdf
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:9010e0d9-d8ba-474a-bc3e-e02e64e73d6b
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:9010e0d9-d8ba-474a-bc3e-e02e64e73d6b


Lakewood, WA Child Care Deserts
More than half of America’s children - particularly those from low- and 
middle-income, Hispanic, and rural communities - live in a “child care desert” 
(i.e., more than a 3-1 ratio of children under 5 to cumulative child care 
capacity)

https://www.americanprogress.org/series/child-care-deserts/ https://lakewood.caimaps.info/  

Lakewood, WA Livability Index
13% poverty rate  
39% cost-burdened households
52%+ BIPOC (18% Hispanic, 14% African-American)
Host city to JBLM and Camp Murray

https://www.americanprogress.org/series/child-care-deserts/
https://lakewood.caimaps.info/


- Allowed family daycare and/or 
commercial child care facilities (“day care 
centers”) in all of Lakewood’s land use 
zones other than open space/recreation, 
industrial, and military-affected areas; 

- Changed the use from conditional to 
permitted outright in many zones; and 

- Ensured increased access to child care in 
Lakewood’s child care deserts

2023 Amendment to Lakewood’s land use zoning code  



Lakewood’s Zoning for Child Care  



Next Steps:

- Track increase in child care facilities and capacity in Lakewood over time

- YTD in 2024, 3 new commercial child care facilities (all with 13+ child capacity) have filed 
for permits 

- Seek feedback from current and potential child care providers about ability top open 
business in Lakewood

- Partner with JBLM to inform service members about community child care availability

- Consider future amendments to zoning and/or regulations to encourage child care facilities
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