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90 years of advocacy: 
Continuing AWC’s tradition of 
building strong city advocates

October 26, 1933

• Bremerton

• Ellensburg

• Goldendale

• Kennewick

• Olympia

• Pasco

• Renton

• Spokane

• Seattle

• Tacoma

• Toppenish

• Walla Walla

• Yakima

• Zillah

The purpose was to rally cities to present a united 
front on liquor control legislation. The issue was to be 
considered at an upcoming special legislative session 
called by Governor Clarence Martin.
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1930’s

• 1935 AWC secured share of the state gas tax at $1.50/capita

• 1937 Cities were given the right to establish athletic and recreational 
fields and control over the planning and subdivision of land.

• 1938 AWC hires its first lobbyist

• 1939 Cities share of liquor profits and gas tax were increased and 
cities were allowed to share in a $3 million state aid appropriation

5

6



4

1940’s

• Cities focused on the war effort

• AWC supported an effort to allocate $.04/capita of cities MVET to 
BGR (MRSC)

• Cities support the Road Bill calling for the State Highway Department 
to maintain all state highways within corporate limits

• 1941 authorizing cities to establish sewage systems

• 1943 allows cities to collect admissions tax
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1950’s

• 1951 Annexation bill to provide a means of adjusting special 
purposed districts when annexed into a city

• 1951 Force account bill allows construction work without calling for 
bids up to $2,000 from $500.

• 1955 Liquor tax city share increased to 40%
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The 1960’s

• 1961 Cities receive ½ cent of a gas tax increase expected to amount to 
$4,740,000 in 1962

• 1966 AWC authorized to submit Initiative 226 directly to the voters to 
give cities 10% of the state’s sales tax

• 1967 $22 million to help cities; $200 million highway bond program 
for urban arterials; passage of the Optional Municipal Code
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1970’s

• Cities authorized to collect the first ½ cent sales tax

• 1973 legislature began the continuing legislature concept

• 1974 all cities join AWC

• 1978 AWC moves to Olympia

• 1979 Legislature officially goes to annual sessions
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1980’s

• 1981 first 105 day regular session

• 1985 creation of the infrastructure low interest loan program is
expected to generate $42 million for loans in 1985-1987

• 1987 authorizes the creation of the transportation benefit district

• 1988 authorizes the Public Works Board to make emergency loans

• 1989 Cities push for increase gas tax but ultimately fail.
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1990’s

• 1990 Adoption of the Growth Management Act

• 1998 Referendum 49 Transportation Funding passed

• 1999 I-695 passed effectively eliminating the MVET which provided 
significant city funding 
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2000’s

• 2000 I-695 declared unconstitutional, but enacted by the legislature 
kicking off years of work and debate around “backfill”

• 2001 I-747 limits property tax increases to 1%

• 2005 Streamlined sales tax shifted tax collections to destination based

• 2005 SB 6050 creates ongoing funding for city financial assistance

• 2005 Creation of the Transportation Benefit District funding authority

• 2007 I-747 declared unconstitutional, but reenacted by the legislature 
in a 1-day fall special session
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2010’s
• The Great Recession fall out (followed by the McCleary case fall out)
• Diversions of the Public Works Assistance Account
• Special sessions
• 2011, 2017 Modest PRA updates
• 2011 Liquor privatization initiative passes
• 2012 Cannabis legalization
• 2015 Statewide transportation funding package
• 2018 behavioral health and affordable housing
• 2019 another $30 car tab imitative passes
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Build relationships & 
communicate effectively

Start before you need something

Be familiar with legislators’ focus & interest

Get into the habit of sharing information

Make sure they know your city’s story

Be clear about what you need & why

Don’t be shy about difficult conversations

This is a group effort—work together
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Leverage your unique role as an elected official

• You share constituents with your 
legislators

• Many legislators started as local 
elected officials

• You have power as an official 
chosen by the voters

• Your on-the-ground connection 
to the issues and residents at 
home can be a helpful 
perspective for legislators

• You both have experience and 
shared interest in running for 
elected office

Adopt your 
city’s 
legislative 
agenda

Together Make sure everyone is pulling in the same direction

Partners Work with partners

Check in Check in and ensure progress

Share Share it with constituents

Communicate Communicate with legislators
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AWC Advocacy 
Tools

Reporting lobbying to the Public Disclosure Commission

Cities that lobby may need to report to the PDC:

• Cities and towns that conduct lobbying activities either through a contract lobbyist or 
directly with in-house staff or city council members may need to report to the PDC.

• Those who hire a contract lobbyist must file a report. 

• If you have in-house staff or elected officials who spend more than four days a quarter 
directly lobbying the Legislature, you may need to complete a report. 

• Cities and towns that fail to comply with reporting requirements on lobbying activities 
may be subject to penalties from the PDC.

• For more information on reporting requirements and how to file, visit the PDC website
or review the PDC’s Public Agency Lobbying guide. 
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http://www.pdc.wa.gov/filers/default.aspx
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/learn/publications/public-agency-lobbying-instructions
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