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• Response costs are the responsibility of the local jurisdiction
• Limited state-funded missions available only for immediately life-threatening situations when 

local and mutual aid resources have been fully expended

• Local jurisdictions must participate in mutual aid systems and agreements to 
obtain needed resources
• Washington Mutual Aid System (WAMAS)
• Law enforcement and firefighting specific agreements/systems
• Other interlocal agreements

• EOCs assist with obtaining needed resources, but fiscal responsibility remains 
that of the local jurisdiction
• County EOCs directly support cities 
• State EOC directly assists counties and tribes (and cities indirectly)

Response Funding and Resourcing Options
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• Hazard/threat-specific and function-specific programs
• Flooding response and flood fight

• US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
• Under PL 84-99 Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies, has authority to aid state and local entities in flood 

fighting in urban and other non-agricultural areas, “advance measures” to mitigate or prevent flood damage, and 
emergency water support and drought assistance in certain situations

• Washington Conservation Corps (WCC)
• WCC crews provide assistance to local officials in flood fight efforts

• State programs to assist individuals/households
• A range of state-funded cash, food, housing, and other assistance programs may be available in major 

situations where numerous homes are damage/destroyed

• Governor’s Proclamation of Emergency
• Necessary to request most federal assistance, and activate most state assistance programs
• Does not “unlock” a pool of response funds to assist local jurisdictions, tribes, or state 

agencies (none such exists)
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• Individual Assistance:
• State: Washington state has a state level Individual Assistance program modeled 

after the federal program.
• This program is unfunded, the Governor/legislature would need to allocate funding to deliver 

the program for each event. 
• The intent of this program is to cover our smaller to medium sized disasters; 25 or more 

homes with Major or Destroyed level of damage. 

• Federal: FEMA Individuals and Households Program (IHP) (Individual Assistance) - 
provides grants of financial assistance directly to individuals and households to 
support their disaster recovery.
• In Washington State we will likely need 200 or more uninsured homes with Major or 

destroyed level of damage to qualify. 
• Program can provide up to $43,600 for IHP and an additional $43,600 for other needs 

assistance (plus other assistance for specific survivor needs)
• Presidential Major Disaster Declaration required, with a request from the Governor. 
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• Public Assistance:
• State Public Infrastructure Assistance

• Washington state has the ability to deliver a state level public assistance program (RCW 38.52. 030 (10)). 
This is a new as of 2024. This program is not yet built and has no funding. EMD is working to develop a 
program guide and rules for this program.

• The intent of this program once built and funded would be to assist with debris removal, emergency 
protection measures and restoration of critical utilities for disaster that don’t meet a federal declaration. 

• FEMA – Public Assistance (PA)
• PA is FEMA's largest grant program in terms of total dollars obligated. It often accounts for the majority 

of federal disaster recovery spending.​

• Federal grant program that provides funding to state, local, Tribal, and territorial governments, and 
certain nonprofits to repair or replace damaged public infrastructure and cover eligible emergency costs. 

• The states indicator to receive a declaration for PA is $14.5+ Million of eligible damages in the state from 
an event. Each county must also meet an indicator for the county to be included (varies based on 
population). 
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• Other Recovery programs and resources
• Small Business Administration Disaster loans programs

• This program can provide low interest loans to business and households after a qualifying 
event. 

• 25+ homes and business with major or destroyed level of damage (40% or more uninsured 
losses) to qualify for the physical injury loan program

• 5+ business with 40% or more uninsured economic losses due to an event to qualify for the 
economic Injury loan program.

• Volunteer and community organization active in Disasters (VOAD/COAD).
• Many non-profit organizations are active in the disaster space and can provide any number of 

resources to support community recovery post disaster. These partners are key when working 
long-term recovery, as they will be the ones truly able to support those with the most needs 
post event. These agencies can conduct fund raising independently to support recovery. 

• Private Partnerships
• Many local, state and national company's provide support to disaster recovery. Many 

companies are open to help and can provide much needed resources for survivors. 
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